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“KING GEORGE VI. 
NES IN THE ROYAL 
ARTILLERY MESS, 
3CEMBER 7, 1950”: 

THE RECORD OF 

A HISTORIC OCCASION-~ 

THE FIRST TIME THAT 


A REIGNING MONARCH 


HAS DINED IN THE 
MESS AT WOOLWICH. 


6 tae evening of December 7, 1950 (in the 
words of the Master Gunner, Field 
Marshal Lord Alanbrooke), added a memorable 
page to the history of the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery, since it was the first occasion when 
a King and Colonel-in-Chief dined with the 
Regiment after coming to the Throne The 
first Artillery Me was e3tablished toward 
the end of the eighteenth century, but the 
actual room of the Me which appears in 
this picture dates from 1803 It could seat 
only 134, and when it was learned that King 
George VI. had accepted the Master Gunner's 
invitation it was decided that the outside 
ruests should be limited to three (excluding 
the King's Equerry the C.1.G.S then Su 
William Slim, who wa however, abroad at 
the time), the G.O.C.-in-C. Eastern Command 
then General Sir Gerald Templer) and the 
G.O.C., London District (Major-General J. A 
Gascoigne) ; that it was impossible to include 
any Territorial Army Officers or Artillery 
Officers of the Dominions or Colonies and 
that 80 per cent. of the vacancies should go 
to regular serving officers of all ranks and 
20 per cent. to regular retired officers ; and 
that the majority of the seats hould be 
allotted by ballot and selection All branches 
of the Regiment were represented, and also 
all commissioned rank At the top of the 
ladder there were two Field Marshals, and 
at the bottom three Second-Lieutenants 
The intervening ranks were represented by 
4 General Lieutenant-Generals, 19 Major 
Generals 7 Brigadier 6 Colonels, 14 Lieu 
tenant-Colonels, 25 Majors, 15 Captains and 
7 Lieutenants. On the arrival of the Royal 
car by way of Artillery Place, the Royal 
Standard was broken on the flagstaff, where 
it was illuminated by searchlights and remained 
flying throughout the evening Trumpeter 
in the full dress of the Royal Horse Artillery 
ounded the Mess Call and the dinner wa 
erved at three tables at right angle to 
the top table, as shown in the picture, by 
the ‘* White waiters in the traditional livery 
of the Mess and W.R.A.C. assistants in blue 
and red livery The band played mus 
throughout the meal Alter dinner the table 
cloths were whisked faultlessly from the table 
in the traditional style, the port was circulated 
and, in accordance with tradition, the chan 
deliers were switched on for the Royal Toast 
They were switched on again at the King 

request for his Majesty Address, at the end 
of which he proposed the heaith of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery, which was drunk with 
great cheering After this came the Master 
Gunner's Speech, in which Lord Alanbrooke 
in his own words) acted as mouthpiece of the 
Royal Regiment and voiced its sentiments 
reactions and opinions. Following dinner the 
late King spent some time in the Ante-Roon 
chatting with officers as they were presented 
to him It was later learned that the Kin, 
during the evening expressed the wish that 
his title should be changed from ‘ Colonel-in 
Chiet to Captain-General'' of the Regi 
ment, and this new title was duly promul 


gated on January 26, 195! 


Reproduced from the painting by Terence Cuneo 
which now hangs in the Front Hall of the Reval 
Artillery Mess at Woolwich ; by courtesy of tu 


Officers, Royal Artillery 
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WEARING THE COPE MADE FOR THE CORONATION OF CHARLES IL, IN WHICH HE WILL BE VESTED 
ON JUNE 2 AT THE CORONATION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH IL: THE DEAN OF WESTMINSTER. 


The Dean and Chapter of Westminster have succeeded to the ancient rights and privileges f 23, 1661 and it is understood 1953, when he officiate 


the Abbot and Brethren of the pre-Reformation Convent and to the Dean of oron 1 of her Majesty Queen Elizé 
I talls the responsibility of th Archbishep of r. A. C. Don, Dean of the Most H 
. 1e Unctior Westminster since 1946 He was 
Our College, Oxtord. He w at Ci 


hood in 1913 He was Chaplain 


Chaplain to the King, 1934-46 





